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Detailed Action 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office Action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 8-10, 14-19, and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
being fully anticipated by Andrew Florance et al. United States Patent No. 6,871,140 
B1. 

As per claim 1 : 

Florance teaches a system comprising: an input receiving unit which receives a 
query to a database from a user, creates a user query for searching information from a 
database in accordance with the query of the user, and outputs the created user query 
(column 20 lines 55-59); a query generating unit which receives the user query or a re- 
search query for re-searching information from a database, generates a database query 
for actually searching information from a database in accordance with the user query or 
the re-search query, and outputs the created database query (column 1 1 lines 1-8); a 
searching unit which executes a search of information in accordance with the database 
query, and outputs an information searching result (column 21 lines 36-40); an 
analyzing unit which analyzes the information searching result output by the searching 
unit and outputs an information analyzing result (column 3 lines 44-48); an output 
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control unit which outputs the information analyzing result from the analyzing unit as 
output information, creates the re-search query by using the information analyzing 
result, and supplies the created re-search query to said query generating unit (column 3 
lines 44-52); and a condition setting unit which has an analyzing condition for analyzing 
the information searching result and an output condition for outputting the output 
information, supplies the analyzing condition to said analyzing unit, and supplies the 
output condition to said output control unit, wherein said analyzing unit analyzes the 
information searching result in accordance with the analyzing condition from said 
condition setting unit (column 9 lines 42-49); and said output control unit outputs the 
output information in accordance with the output condition from said condition setting 
unit (column 62 lines 59-64). 
As per claim 2: 

Florance teaches a system, further comprising an output setting unit which 
receives conditions, concerning an analyzing of the information searching result and an 
output of the output information, from the user, and provides the received conditions to 
said condition setting unit, wherein said condition setting unit holds the conditions from 
said output setting unit as the analyzing condition and the output condition (column 62 
lines 53-59). 
As per claim 3: 

Florance teaches a system, further comprising a document searching unit which 
receives the output information output by said output control unit, searches a document 
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related to the output information from database, and outputs a document searching 
result (column 48 lines 14-19). 
As per claim 4: 

Florance teaches a system, further comprising a second analyzing unit which 
receives the document searching result, analyzes the document searching result by 
extracting predetermined information from the document searching result, and outputs a 
document analyzing result (column 40 lines 45-49). 
As per claim 8: 

Florance teaches a system comprising: a second input receiving unit which 
receives a query to a database and a designation of information to be output, from a 
user, creates a user query for searching information from a database and a designation 
information representing the information to be output, in accordance with the query and 
the designation of the user, and outputs the user query and the designation information 
(column 15 lines 35-37); a search procedure setting unit which sets a search procedure 
in accordance with the user query and the designation information, and outputs a 
database query list representing the search procedure (column 15 lines 40-44); a 
search control unit which controls a search of information from the database and an 
analyzing of an information searching result, in accordance with the database query list 
and the user query, and outputs an information analyzing result as output information 
(column 3 lines 44-52); a searching unit which executes the search of information 
under control of said search control unit, and outputs the information searching result 
(column 21 lines 36-40); an analyzing unit which executes the analyzing of the 
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information searching result under control of said search control unit, and outputs the 
information analyzing result to said search control unit (column 3 lines 44-52); a 
condition setting unit which has an analyzing condition for analyzing the information 
searching result, and supplies the analyzing condition to said analyzing unit, wherein 
said analyzing unit executes the analyzing of the information searching result in 
accordance with the analyzing condition from said condition setting unit (column 9 lines 
42-49). 

As per claim 9: 

Florance teaches a system, further comprising a document searching unit which 
receives the output information output by said search control unit, searches a document 
related to the output information from a database, and outputs a document searching 
result (column 48 lines 14-19). 
As per claim 10: 

Florance teaches a system, further comprising a second analyzing unit which 
receives the document searching result, analyzes the document searching result by 
extracting predetermined information from the document searching result, and outputs a 
document analyzing result (column 48 lines 14-19). 
As per claim 14: 

Florance teaches a system/method comprising the steps of: receiving a query to 
a database from a user (column 15 lines 35-37); creating a user query for searching 
information from a database in accordance with the query of the user (column 37 lines 
36-40); creating a database query for actually searching information from a database in 
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accordance with the user query or a re-search query for re-searching information from a 
database (column 15 lines 35-37); executing a search of information in accordance with 
the database query (column 48 lines 60-63); analyzing an information searching result 
obtained by the search of information, in accordance with an analyzing condition for 
analyzing the information searching result (column 9 lines 42-49); creating the re- 
search query by using an information analyzing result which is obtained by analyzing 
the information searching result (column 3 lines 44-52); outputting the information 
analyzing result as output information, in accordance with an output condition for 
outputting the information analyzing result (column 9 lines 42-49). 
As per claim 15: 

Florance teaches a system/method, further comprising the steps of: receiving 
conditions concerning an analyzing of the information searching result and an output of 
the output information, from the user, and holding the conditions as the analyzing 
condition and the output condition (column 2 lines 26-29). 
As per claim 16: 

Florance teaches a system/method, wherein said outputting the output 
information includes outputting the output information every time when the analyzing of 
the information searching result is executed (column 3 lines 44-52). 
As per claim 17: 

Florance teaches a system/method, wherein said outputting the output 
information includes: holding the information analyzing result which is obtained by each 
analyzing of the information searching result (column 2 lines 26-29); and outputting the 
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held information analyzing results in one time, in a case where all re-searches are 
completed (column 32 lines 32-38). 
As per claim 18: 

Florance teaches a system/method, further comprising the steps of: searching a 
document related to the output information from a document (column 48 lines 14-19); 
and outputting a document searching result obtained by the searching (column 48 lines 
14-17). 

As per claim 19: 

Florance teaches a system/method, further comprising the steps of: analyzing the 
document searching result by extracting predetermined information from the document 
searching result (column 40 lines 45-49); outputting a document analyzing result 
obtained by analyzing the document searching result (column 40 lines 45-49). 
As per claim 23: 

Florance teaches a system/method comprising: receiving a query to a database 
and a designation of information to be output, from a user (column 20 lines 55-59); 
creating a user query for searching information from a database and a designation 
information representing the information to be output, in accordance with the query and 
the designation of the user (column 14 lines 62-65); setting a search procedure in 
accordance with the user query and the designation information, thereby a database 
query list representing the search procedure is created (column 47 lines 3-9); creating 
a database query for controlling a search of information from the database, in 
accordance with the database query list and the user query (column 37 lines 36-40); 
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executing the search of information in accordance with the database query (column 48 
lines 60-63); analyzing an information searching result obtained by executing the 
search, in accordance with an analyzing condition for analyzing the information 
searching result (column 9 lines 42-49); and outputting an information analyzing result 
obtained by analyzing the information searching result, as output information, in 
accordance with an output condition for outputting the output information (column 9 
lines 42-49). 
As per claim 24: 

Florance teaches a system/method, further comprising the steps of: searching a 
document related to the output information from a database (column 48 lines 14-19); 
and outputting a document searching result obtained by the searching (column 48 lines 
14-17). 

As per claim 25: 

Florance teaches a system/method, further comprising the steps of: analyzing the 
document searching result by extracting predetermined information from the document 
searching result (column 40 lines 44-49); outputting a document analyzing result 
obtained by analyzing the document searching result (column 40 lines 45-49). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 5-6, 1 1-12, 20-21, and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Florance et al. United States Patent No. 6,871,140 B1 and 
further in view of Yianilos et al. United States Patent No. 7.107.263B2. 
As per claims 5: 

Florance shows all of the features of the claimed invention as shown in claim 4 
above. Florance does not explicitly disclose for the document format change. 
However, Yianilos teaches a system, further comprising a format changing unit which 
receives the document analyzing result, changes a format of the document analyzing 
result into a predetermined format, and outputs a document analyzing result whose 
format is changed (column 13 lines 55-56, 62-67 and column 14 line 1). This 
modification would have been obvious because a person having ordinary skill in the art, 
at the time the invention was made, having the teachings of Florance and Yianilos 
before hem/her, to modify the system of Florance to include the capability of changing 
document's format, as disclosed by Yianilos, because the query can compared against 
the set of changed paragraph of document and identify the highest-ranking paragraph 
with lowest-cost and make the search match easier (column 14 lines 1-4) 
As per claim 6: 

Florance further in view of Yianilos shows all of the features of the claimed 
invention as shown in claim 5 above. Florance does not explicitly disclose for the 
complements the output information with information concerning the output information. 
However, Yianilos teaches a system, further comprising a complementing unit which 
receives the output information output by said output control unit, and complements the 
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output information with information concerning the output information (Abstract lines 10- 
12). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system disclosed in Florance to have capability to 
complements the output information with information concerning the output information. 
This modification would have been obvious because a person having ordinary skill in 
the art, at the time the invention was made, having the teachings of Florance and 
Yianilos before hem/her, to modify the system of Florance to include the capability of 
complements the output information with information concerning the output information, 
would have been motivated to do so since it is suggested by Yianilos such that a 
multistage search that handle typographic error efficiently is complemented by a search 
that handles phonetic misspelling efficiently (column 3 lines 62-64). 
As per claim 1 1 : 

Florance shows all of the features of the claimed invention as shown in claim 10 
above. Florance does not explicitly disclose for the document format change. 
However, Yianilos teaches a system, further comprising a format changing unit which 
receives the document analyzing result, changes a format of the document analyzing 
result into a predetermined format, and outputs a document analyzing result whose 
format is changed (column 13 lines 55-56, 62-67 and column 14 line 1). This 
modification would have been obvious because a person having ordinary skill in the art, 
at the time the invention was made, having the teachings of Florance and Yianilos 
before hem/her, to modify the system of Florance to include the capability of changing 
document's format, as disclosed by Yianilos, because the query can compared against 
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the set of changed paragraph of document and identify the highest-ranking paragraph 
with lowest-cost and make the search match easier (column 14 lines 1-4). 
As per claim 12: 

Florance further in view of Yianilos shows all of the features of the claimed 
invention as shown in claim 1 1 above. Florance does not explicitly disclose for the 
complements the output information with information concerning the output information. 
However, Yianilos teaches a system, further comprising a complementing unit which 
receives the output information output by said search control unit, and complements the 
output information with information concerning the output information to the output 
information (Abstract lines 10-12). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system disclosed in Florance 
to have capability to complements the output information with information concerning 
the output information. This modification would have been obvious because a person 
having ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, having the teachings 
of Florance and Yianilos before hem/her, to modify the system of Florance to include 
the capability of complements the output information with information concerning the 
output information, would have been motivated to do so since it is suggested by Yianilos 
such that a multistage search that handle typographic error efficiently is complemented 
by a search that handles phonetic misspelling efficiently (column 3 lines 62-64). 
As per claim 20: 

Florance shows all of the features of the claimed invention as shown in claim 19 
above. Florance does not explicitly disclose for the document format change. 
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However, Yianilos teaches a system/method, further comprising the steps of: changing 
a format of the document analyzing result into a predetermined format (column 13 lines 
55-56, 62-67 and column 14 line 1); and outputting a document analyzing result whose 
format is changed, (column 13 lines 55-56, 62-67 and column 14 line 1). This 
modification would have been obvious because a person having ordinary skill in the art, 
at the time the invention was made, having the teachings of Florance and Yianilos 
before hem/her, to modify the system of Florance to include the capability of changing 
document's format, as disclosed by Yianilos, because the query can compared against 
the set of changed paragraph of document and identify the highest-ranking paragraph 
with lowest-cost and make the search match easier (column 14 lines 1-4). 
As per claim 21: 

Florance further in view of Yianilos shows all of the features of the claimed 
invention as shown in claim 20 above. Florance does not explicitly disclose for the 
complements the output information with information concerning the output information. 
However, Yianilos teaches a system/method, further comprising the step of: 
complementing the output information with information concerning the output 
information (Abstract lines 1 0-12). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system disclosed in Florance 
to have capability to complements the output information with information concerning 
the output information. This modification would have been obvious because a person 
having ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, having the teachings 
of Florance and Yianilos before hem/her, to modify the system of Florance to include 
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the capability of complements the output information with information concerning the 
output information, would have been motivated to do so since it is suggested by Yianilos 
such that a multistage search that handle typographic error efficiently is complemented 
by a search that handles phonetic misspelling efficiently (column 3 lines 62-64). 
As per claim 26: 

Florance shows all of the features of the claimed invention as shown in claim 25 
above. Florance does not explicitly disclose for the document format change. 
However, Yianilos teaches a system/method, further comprising the steps of: changing 
a format of the document analyzing result into a predetermined format (column 13 lines 
55-56, 62-67 and column 14 line 1); and outputting a document analyzing result whose 
format is changed (column 13 lines 55-56, 62-67 and column 14 line 1). This 
modification would have been obvious because a person having ordinary skill in the art, 
at the time the invention was made, having the teachings of Florance and Yianilos 
before hem/her, to modify the system of Florance to include the capability of changing 
document's format, as disclosed by Yianilos, because the query can compared against 
the set of changed paragraph of document and identify the highest-ranking paragraph 
with lowest-cost and make the search match easier (column 14 lines 1-4). 
As per claim 27: 

Florance further in view of Yianilos shows all of the features of the claimed 
invention as shown in claim 26 above. Florance does not explicitly disclose for the 
complements the output information with information concerning the output information. 
However, Yianilos teaches a system/method, further comprising the step of 
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complementing the output information with information concerning the output 
information (Abstract lines 10-12). Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the system disclosed in Florance 
to have capability to complements the output information with information concerning 
the output information. This modification would have been obvious because a person 
having ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, having the teachings 
of Florance and Yianilos before hem/her, to modify the system of Florance to include 
the capability of complements the output information with information concerning the 
output information, would have been motivated to do so since it is suggested by Yianilos 
such that a multistage search that handle typographic error efficiently is complemented 
by a search that handles phonetic misspelling efficiently (column 3 lines 62-64). 

Claims 7, 13, 22, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Florance et al. United States Patent No. 6,871,140 B1 and further in 
view of Yianilos et al. United states Patent No. 7,107,263 B2, and further in view of 
Pelletier United States Patent No. 6,737,508 B1. 
As per claim 7, 13, 22, 28: 

Claim 7, 13, 22, and 28 are rejected on grounds corresponding to the reason 
given above for claims 6, 12,21, and 28. However the combination of Florance and 
Yianilos does not explicitly disclose the information to be searched is biological 
information. However Pelletier teaches a system/method, wherein the information to be 
searched is biological information (column 4 lines 50-53). Therefore, the combination of 
Florance and Yianilos does not explicitly disclose the information to be searched is 
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biological information. It would have been obvious to a person in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system/method disclosed in combination of Florance 
and Yianilos. This modification would have been obvious because a person having 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, having the teachings of 
Florance and Yianilos before hem/her, to modify the system/method of Florance and 
Yianilos to include information to be searched is biological information would have been 
motivated to do so since it is suggested by Pelletier such that, the data obtained from 
these cell culture assays and animal studies can be used in formulating a range of 
dosage for use in humans (column 28 lines 21-23). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fariborz Khoshnoodi whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1005. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th every other F 8:00 - 4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christian Chace can be reached on 571-272-4190. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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